THE    ANGEL    OF    THE    LORD
modern scholar gives it as Bars and another as Daiz.
Joan's brothers simplified the matter by transforming it
into Lys.
It is by no means certain that she was born on the soil
of the country whose national hero she was to become.
Domr&ny, her birthplace, at that time a village of about
fifty or sixty families, lies on the left bank of the River
Meuse. To the east of it was the Duchy of Lorraine,
then part of the Holy Roman Empire, and to the west
Champagne, over which the English exercised a shaky
sovereignty; to the south was the Duchy of Burgundy,
where reigned Philip the Good, England's ally and
sworn enemy of the house of France, while all round
were semi-independent feudal baronies whose lords made
treaties now with one side and now with the other,
according to which was momentarily able to offer the
biggest bribe or threaten the severest compulsion. In
all that tract of hostile country only the thin strip of a
dozen miles or so on the left bank of the Meuse was
by any possibility French; within it lay part only of
Domr^my, but which part no one knows because the
stream that marked the boundary has now completely
disappeared.
The Meuse, broad and shallow, flows north at that
point through a wide valley bordered by low wooded
hills. It was then, as it is now, particularly rich in its
grazing, but fertile also in corn and, to a lesser extent,
wine. Its hills are noted for their springs, the river for
its mists, its sky for the abundance and variety of its
cloud effects. The inhabitants were (they are still said
to be) industrious, thrifty of their words and their
money, and able to worry along without strangers or
novelties.